
EDITORIAL. 

L’ ENVOI. 

The change recently announced and, by the appearance of 
this number, placed in process of realization means much to 
the writer. It means, among other things, the fulfillment of a 
cherished desire and the realization of hopes which led to the 
founding of the jouvnal of Comparative Neurology at a time 
when the prospect of either scientific or material support 
seemed very small. The small but growing band of investi- 
gators in this country were much better than their promise in 
supplying material and in supporting the enterprise from the 
start. In spite of the fact that the specific purpose of the 
venture was realized only in part, a fact partly to be accounted 
for by the long-continued incapacity of the writer, it is believed 
that the thirteen years of the existence of the journal have not 
been entirely unfruitful. 

I t  seems not inappropriate that the writer should avail 
himself of this occasion, apparently so full of promise for greater 
usefulness in the future, to express his personal gratitude for the 
unselfish toil which has been expended by the numerous col- 
laborators on the staff during a period of nearly ten years, dur- 
ing which care on his part has been impossible and his own re- 
sponsibility of the most perfunctory kind. To my brother, 
Professor C. JUDSON HERRICK, especially, who has carried the 
administrative and editorial responsibility, much of the time with 
little or no assistance, and on whom the financial burden has 
too largely fallen, the journal owes its continued existence and 
the new lease of life to which we now look hopefully forward. 
Thanks are due also to the many others, both in this country 
and abroad, who have actively shared in the responsibilities 
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and have contributed from their original material, as well as to 
the numerous friends who at this emergency have contributed 
money to enable us to enlarge at once, pending the substantial 
increase in circulation which is already in progress. 

A t  the time the earlier numbers were issued there was 
little of that camaraderie and acquaintance among the widely 
scattered workers in this, as in many other lines, which now is 
one of the pleasant and encouraging features of scientific work. 
With a growth of this fellowship we note with gratification the 
almost entire disappearance of the acrid or acrimonious criti- 
cism that disfigured early scientific literature in America. It is 
now possible to admit differences of opinion or to detect errors 
in the work of another without establishing forthwith a breach 
of cordial relations among the workers. c. L. HERRICK. 

Structure and function are correlative concepts ; neither 
is complete without the other ; as cause implies effect, so func- 
tion implies structure. These are trite statements, yet it would 
seem that we can not be reminded too often that the under- 
standing of life is dependent upon our ability to correlate struc- 
tural and functional facts. I t  is chiefly in the interest of such 
correlation that The Journal of Comparative Neurology and Psy- 
chology is published. True, there is no more reason for consid- 
ing the psychic process a function of the nervous system, than 
for calling the brain a function of consciousness ; but, this aside, 
animal behavior and the functions of the sense organs and cen- 
tral nervous system are dependent upon neural structures. and 
it is these which most concern us. A survey of modern re- 
search literature shows clearly that those investigators have 
been eminently successful who have studied structure and func- 
tion at  the same time. To the physiology of the senses vastly 
more is contributed by those who know form as well as func- 
tion, than by those who neglect anatomical conditions ; in ani- 
mal behavior, it is from the student who attends to anatomical 
and histological facts that a satisfactory account of the reactions 
of an organism is to be expected. 
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Throughout the organic realm a correlation of structure 
and function is demanded. I t  is our aim, in The journal of 
Comparative Neurology and Psychology, to bring together 
anatomical, physiological and psychological facts in such a 
manner that their relations may appear. Thus, it is hoped, the 
specialists in structural work will be impressed by the import- 
ance of the functions of the organs which they study, while a t  
the same time those whose chief concern is animal behavior 
will see more clearly that they cannot work to advantage unless 
they know what is functioning. If we are to understand life 
we must consider the organism not as a structural unit, nor yet 
as a sum of activities, but as a functioning structure. 

R. M. YERKES. 


